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“Bio” 

Constance Khupe is a student academic advisor in the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of the 

Witwatersrand. Her work experience spans through teaching in high schools, pre-service and in-service teacher 

education, as well as research in school improvement. Constance taught for 14 years in rural schools in 

Zimbabwe. She can speak, read and write in four Zimbabwean languages: the first she was born into, and the 

second she encountered at school. She acquired a third by marriage and yet another through her work as a 

high school teacher. The fourth language leveraged her to research with a community in rural South Africa, 

where she learnt to speak isiZulu. Constance’s interest in rural education and research derives from her growing 

up and working in rural contexts. Her experience as a first-in-family graduate learning in a language not spoken 

at home contributes to her passion language and learning, and for the support of first-year students and students 

in transition. Her research interest lies in Indigenous knowledge, language of thought and learning, and student 

success. Constance holds a PhD in Science Education specialising in Indigenous Knowledge Systems. 

“Abstract” 

The continuing calls for the preservation of Indigenous knowledge systems and epistemologies are a pointer to 

gaps that still exist with regards to the cause of acknowledging Indigenous peoples and their ways of living. 

Although it is widely accepted that knowledge is mediated through language, academic practice is yet to 

transform towards ways that are inclusive of Indigenous peoples. There is power vested in academy to decide 

on research priorities, destinations, methodology and dissemination. Knowledge is mediated through language, 

and the survival of the languages of people in culturally marginalised circumstances present hope for the 

sustainability of their knowledge. Currently, research and education are mostly mediated in languages that are 

non-indigenous. In this paper I underscore the role of Indigenous languages in research and education. In 

addition, I propose a community-centred research framework as a necessary building block for preserving and 

sustaining Indigenous epistemologies. 
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